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Lenin called upon the local Soviets to display initiative and to solve
local problems independently; he did all in his power to encourage them to
act as the representatives of the state.

At the end of December 1917, Lenin took a few days* rest in Finland,
at a place not very far from Petrograd. During this very short "vacation"
he pondered a great deal over the lines of socialist construction would
pursue, and he wrote his famous article, "How To Organize Competition.*3

The socialistic measures introduced by the Soviet Government roused the
bourgeoisie and their Menshevik and Socialist-Revolutionary flunkeys to
fury. Inspired and backed by the governments of the imperialist countries,
all the enemies of-the people waged a fierce straggle against the Soviet
Government. Counter-revolutionary plots were hatched, and attempts
were made to assassinate the leaders of the Party and of the government,
especially Lenin. An attempt on Lenin's life was made on January 14,19183
when some terrorists fired at the car in which he was riding. The bullets
pierced the body of the car in several places, but Lenin escaped unhurt.

The counter-revolutionaries wanted to utilize the Constituent Assembly
as a weapon in their struggle against the Soviet regime. The Bolsheviks
had called it together in order to make it serve the interests of the people* or,
if it refused to do that, to discredit it in the eyes of the people and prove to
them that it was inimical to their interests. At its first meeting, which was
held on January 18, 1918, the Constituent Assembly refused to recognize
the Soviet Government, or sanction its decrees. In this way it revealed its
counter-revolutionary nature to the masses, who became convinced that it
must be dissolved. As Lenin expressed it, the dissolution of the Constituent
Assembly was a telling blow, felt all over the world, at the fetishes of bourgeois
democracy, democracy for the rich.

On January 23, 1918, the Third Ail-Russian Congress of Soviets was
opened. By that time the Soviet regime had existed two months and fifteen
days. At the congress Lenin reported on the activities of the Council of
People's Commissars and drew a vivid picture of the work that was being
done to build up the new type of state, the Socialist Soviet Republic. "Our
Socialist Republic of Soviets," he said, "will stand firmly, like a beacon of
international Socialism and as an example to all the masses|of the toilers."*
The congress endorsed the "Declaration of Rights of the Working and
Exploited People," which Lenin submitted. This historic document,
which contained the first outline of the Soviet Constitution, gave the force
of law to the first steps taken in the work of building the Soviet state.

Lenin was of the opinion that the position of the Soviet regime could not
be regarded as satisfactory as long as Russia was at war with Germany. To
consolidate the Soviet regime it was necessary to terminate the war; and
therefore, almost immediately after the October Revolution, Lenin launched
a campaign for peace. In the historic Decree on Peace promulgated on
November 8, 1917, he, in the name of the Soviet Government, had called
upon "all the belligerent peoples and their governments to start immediate
negotiations for a just and democratic peace. . . ."**

The bourgeoisie and their agents, "die Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolu-
tionaries, tried to prevent the opening of peace negotiations with Germany
and to provoke the latter to start an offensive and thus place the young and
not yet thoroughly consolidated Soviet regime in danger of being crushed by

* Lenin, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. VII, p. 282.
** Lenin, Selected Works, Eng. cd.f Vol. VI, p. 401.